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Betts Project is pleased to announce Drawings and Small Tables, the third major solo exhibition of Peter Märkli in the 
UK and at the gallery. This special exhibition will present a series of new and existing work consisting of 25 drawings 
and 7 small tables by the Swiss architect in the gallery’s up and downstairs spaces. The exhibiton  will be accompanied 
by an exhibtion catalogue.

Each time I see a new set of drawings made by Peter Märkli, whether they are made as design drawings for a project, or as 
speculative elevation studies, or ‘language drawings’, I am thrilled and amazed again by the freedom and delight that they 
have been made with. It is a mystery to me (and perhaps to Peter) - just how and where does he start when making one of 
these drawings? The recent language drawings that have been selected for this exhibition are as exciting, bold and full of 
charm as all those that came before. They are made as a series of studies about how a simple rectangular building elevation, 
slightly taller than it is wide, might be given a certain architectural order, rhythm and satisfying set of proportional relations. 
They are usually drawn with two contrasting colours, or simply with pencil lines that demark where one tectonic element 
with a colour and material quality would join with another. Perhaps as a way of remaining free and with a fresh imaginative 
spirit, we sometimes find unexpected zig-zag forms, or large curved lines in previous studies. In a few of the drawings here this 
open spirit of play and wit can be seen in many ways. The elevation studies with large black circles arranged in relation to 
black rectangles and small squares, or the subtle and highly imaginative searching for relationships between vertical pilaster 
elements and the space they make on the wall and with the door are evidence of Märkli’s continuing imaginative search for 
a language of his own.

In this third exhibition of the works of Peter Märkli at Betts Project gallery in London, we are being presented with a series 
of painted wooden table objects, that probably few people have ever seen before. I remember seeing one of these in Peter’s 
studio in Zurich years ago, piled with books and things. I assume they were made years ago. They are another example of 
Märkli’s free-thinking delightful way of working that does not seem to be commissioned by any client or brief or specific use. 
The contrasting painted surfaces remind me of painted wooden African masks or wooden foot stools made by people living in 
the tropical forests of the Amazon. They have a deep spirit and authenticity that we find in ancient cultures – truly delightful.

Philip Christou, 2020



Preview days are by appointment only, with visiting times limited to 30 minutes. Please email info@
bettsproject.com with your preferred date and time. 
 
In order to provide a safe environment for everyone, government health and safety guidelines will be followed. 
We ask visitors to wear a mask and respect social distancing upon your visit.

For press enquiries please contact Tony Tremlett
tony@bettsproject.com

For sales enquiries please contact Marie Coulon
info@bettsproject.com
t: +44 7909070611

Address
Betts Project
100 Central Street London EC1V 8AJ

Opening Hours
Wednesday – Friday 12:00 - 18:00
Saturday 12:00 - 17:00
or by appointment

About Betts Project
Betts Project is a London-based contemporary art gallery specialising in architecture, founded in 2013 by Marie 
Coulon. The concept behind Betts Project is to introduce both a specialist audience and wider public to new 
ways of discovering and thinking about architecture, through the exhibition and promotion of materials integral 
to architecture – largely drawings, but also models and other forms of representation. It aims to support and 
promote work by established and emerging international architects, as well as lesser known or overlooked 
practices still very much relevant to the contemporary discourse.

The gallery is also driven by the desire to introduce architectural objects as works of art. To do so, it organises 
high calibre exhibitions for new and established audiences and participates in art fairs, and thereby brings unique 
collectable works to the market at an affordable price.

Over the past years the exhibition programme has featured solo shows by established international figures such 
as Denise Scott Brown, De Vylder Vink Taillieu architects, Florian Beigel and Philip Christou, Caruso St John, 
Alexander Brodsky, Lars Lerup, Tony Fretton, Fred Scott, Studio Mumbai, Richard Goodwin, Peter Märkli alongside 
artist Hans Josephsohn, Pier Vittorio Aureli, and OFFICEkgdvs with photographer Bas Princen.

To find out more visit: www.bettsproject.com and sign-up to the Betts Project newletters.
Twitter: @BettsProject
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